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 §19–310.3. 

 

   (a)  On or before January 1, 2018, each hospital shall have a protocol for 

discharging a patient who was treated by the hospital for a drug overdose or was 

identified as having a substance use disorder. 

 

    (b)  The protocol may include: 

 

    (1)  Coordination with peer recovery counselors who can conduct a 

screening, a brief intervention, and referral to treatment and connection of the 

patient with community services; and 

 

     (2)  Prescribing naloxone for the patient. 

 

     (c)   (1)  Beginning in 2018, a hospital shall submit to the Maryland 

Hospital Association the hospital’s protocol for discharging a patient who was treated 

by the hospital for a drug overdose or was identified as having a substance use 

disorder. 

 

     (2)  On or before December 1, 2018, the Maryland Hospital 

Association shall submit a report to the Department and, in accordance with § 2–

1246 of the State Government Article, to the Senate Finance Committee, the House 

Health and Government Operations Committee, and the Joint Committee on 

Behavioral Health and Substance Use Disorders on each hospital’s discharge protocol 

as submitted to the Maryland Hospital Association under paragraph (1) of this 

subsection. 

 

     (d)   (1)  The Maryland Hospital Association shall conduct a study that: 

 

     (i)  Identifies opportunities to support a comprehensive 

treatment continuum for individuals with substance use disorders in hospitals in the 

State, including withdrawal management; and 

 

      (ii)  Includes an assessment of the barriers to providing an 

effective and efficient continuum of care. 

 

      (2)  On or before December 1, 2017, the Maryland Hospital 

Association shall submit a report to the Department and, in accordance with § 2–

1246 of the State Government Article, to the Senate Finance Committee, the House 

Health and Government Operations Committee, and the Joint Committee on 
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Behavioral Health and Substance Use Disorders on the findings and 

recommendations from the study required under paragraph (1) of this subsection. 
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